Disclaimer: Any references to legislation such as the Manitoba Workplace Safety and Health Act or Regulation or Standards, Codes of Practices or Guidelines are for convenience sake only.  The original text must be consulted for all intents and purposes of applying and interpreting the law.


Safe Work Practice
TASK - EMERGENCY EYEWASH EQUIPMENT
This task may only be performed by trained and authorized personnel.
	Facility:


	Written By:


	Approved By:


	Date Created:


	Date of Last Revision:



	Hazard Present:
· exposure to chemical substances that may cause irritation and/or temporary or permanent impairment or blindness
	Personal Protective Equipment
(PPE)

or Devices Required:


	Additional Training 
Requirements:
· WHMIS training
· first aid training

	NOTE: All practices obtained from mySafetyAssistant™, operator manuals or other samples must have the consultation of workers and be thoroughly reviewed to ensure they are accurate for your workplace and your jobs!

There are no current Canadian standards for the design or placement of eyewash stations or emergency showers in the workplace.  As a result, the accepted guidelines in Canada are based on the American National Standards Institute (ANSI) standard Z358.1-2004 “emergency eyewash and shower equipment”.
All employees who may be exposed to chemicals that could result in an eye injury should be instructed in the proper operation of emergency eyewash stations.

Installation requirements:

1) the water in the eyewash station shall be potable (drinkable);

2) a controlled flow of water must be provided to both eyes simultaneously at a velocity low enough not to injure the eyes; and at a volume of no less than 1.5 litres/ minute for a duration of 15 minutes
3) there should be no sharp projections anywhere in the operating area of the unit;

4) nozzles shall be protected from airborne contaminants, The removal of such protection should not require a separate motion by the operator when activating the unit;

5) the control valve shall be:

a) capable of being quickly located and operated; and
b) capable of being fully activated in one second or less and designed to remain on until intentionally shut off;
6) the eyewash unit shall be in an accessible location as close to the hazard as possible, and require no greater than 10 seconds to reach;(15 to 30 meters in distance)
7) the eyewash unit shall be identified with a highly visible sign, The area around or behind, or both, shall be painted a bright color
8) water nozzles should be positioned between 83.8cm and 114.3 cm from the floor
Maintenance:

1) Plumbed eyewash stations should be activated weekly and flushed to ensure proper operation.

2) Self-contained units should be inspected, operated and have water changed according to manufacturers specifications.

3) All outdoor units should be protected from freezing
4) Water temperature is described as “tepid” or “lukewarm” ANSI standard states water should be no less than 15.5 C (prolonged flushing at lower temperatures have the risk of hypothermia) no greater than 38 C (temperatures above this are harmful to the eyes and can enhance chemical interaction)
Emergency procedure:

1) Ensure path to eyewash station is clear of all obstacles and obstructions

2) Activate eyewash station

3) Hold eyelids open with index finger and thumb

4) Solution should not be aimed directly at the eyeball but at the nose

5) Flush for a minimum of 15 minutes( 20 minutes if nature of chemical is unknown and up to 60 minutes for penetrating corrosives)

Seek medical attention as soon as possible. Do not interrupt flushing for emergency care. If unable to continue flushing on route have emergency medical services wait

If an emergency occurs while conducting this task, or there is an equipment malfunction, 
engage emergency stop and follow the lock out procedure.

REPORT ANY HAZARDOUS SITUATIONS TO YOUR SUPERVISOR


	Guidance Documents / Standards/ Applicable Legislation /Other:
Guidance Documents:

· Operator’s Manual

CSA Standards

· ANSI standard Z358.1-2004 Emergency Eyewash and Shower Equipment
Manitoba Workplace Safety and Health Regulation, MR 217/2006 AS AMENDED:

· Part 21 Emergency Washing Facilities
· Part 5 First Aid
· Part 35 Workplace Hazardous Materials Information System
	This Safe Work Practice will be reviewed any time the task, equipment, or materials change and at a minimum every three years
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