Disclaimer: Any references to legislation such as the Manitoba Workplace Safety and Health Act or Regulation or Standards, Codes of Practices or Guidelines are for convenience sake only.  The original text must be consulted for all intents and purposes of applying and interpreting the law.

Safe Work Practice
TASK - FIRE EXTINGUISHER SAFE USE
This task may only be performed by trained and authorized personnel.
	Facility:


	Written By:


	Approved By:


	Date Created:


	Date of Last Revision:



	Hazard Present:
· thermal
· trip/fall hazards
· explosion (extinguisher impact)
· fumes
· chemicals
· frostbite/ cold 
	Personal Protective Equipment
(PPE)

or Devices Required:

· protective eyewear / face shield
· protective gloves 

· CSA approved footwear
· Respiratory protection
	Additional Training 
Requirements:


	NOTE: All practices obtained from mySafetyAssistant™, operator manuals or other samples must have the consultation of workers and be thoroughly reviewed to ensure they are accurate for your workplace and your jobs!
Fires can very quickly progress beyond the capacity of a hand-held extinguisher.  Assess the risk prior to attempting to extinguish the fire.  If there is any question of your Safety or others evacuate immediately and have the local fire department respond to the fire.
1) Assess fire to see if it is safe to attempt to extinguish. Locate the fire extinguisher. Remain calm.

2) Remove extinguisher from wall by grabbing securely with two hands.

3) Safely proceed to the fire.  Be aware of path to fire and of any obstacles that may inhibit progress.
4) Re-assess the fire, if there is a risk of smoke inhalation, or if visibility is poor evacuate immediately.

5) Extinguish the fire using the P.A.S.S. method:
a. Pull the pin

b. Aim at the base of the fire

c. Squeeze the lever slowly

d. Sweep from side to side

Keep at least 3 meters back from the fire at all times, and never turn your back to the fire.  Always ensure that you have a clear exit path.  If the fire cannot be put out in 10 seconds, do not continue to fight – EVACUATE.

6) Assess the scene to ensure that the fire does not reignite.

7) Inform supervisor or management that the extinguisher needs to be replaced immediately.
8) Tag-out extinguisher and place where it will not be confused for a fully charged extinguisher.

REPORT ANY HAZARDOUS SITUATIONS TO YOUR SUPERVISOR


	Guidance Documents / Standards/ Applicable Legislation /Other:
Guidance Documents:

· Operations Manual (fire extinguisher)
· Manitoba fire code

Workplace Safety and Health Regulation, MR 217/2006 AS AMENDED:

· Part  2.1.1  Safe Work Procedures
· Part  6.1 Personal Protective Equipment
· Part  19.3 Fire and Explosive Hazards

	This Safe Work Practice will be reviewed any time the task, equipment, or materials change and at a minimum every three years
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